	[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.jpg]AUl Party Parliamentary Light Rail Grov#
Lightrail (UK) Ltd





	[image: image2.png]Light Rail (UK) Ltd
Warrington Business Park.

Long Lane.

Warrington, Cheshire, England, United Kingdom.
Tel (+44) (0)1925 243500, Fax (+44) (0)1925 2433000

www.lightrailuk.com e-mail lightrailuk@aol.com
	



“Low Cost Affordable Austerity Starter Lines”
The funding climate looks bleak, the major parties are bidding to be the biggest cutters after the 2010 UK general election. With Health, Defence and Education being safeguarded, transport as always, a soft option for cuts and new tramways current style, maybe are a positive luxury and will probably be culled?
At the recent All Party Parliamentary Light Rail Group’s Parliamentary Light Rail Inquiry, several witnesses gave evidence new tramways in Britain cost at least twice schemes on the continent, with a target cost in France of 
€14m/km, and in Germany under €10m/km. Lines two and three at Nottingham are budgeted at £28m/km. 
As the Americans say “do the maths”? 

The environmental and traffic arguments have not lessened. The EU Air Quality Directive is due to be enforced in Britain in 2012, and there is no chance of the date being put back, again. Every city in Britain fails to meet the healthy air standard of the Directive. 
Last year, the Irish Government was fined €800million, for failure to satisfy the EU Clean Water Directive. The British Government is facing an unlimited fine, which could build a lot of tramways. 
Most of this air pollution comes from motor traffic tail pipe emissions. 

Tramways are proven to attract modal switch (30 %+) from car trips, which buses do not, who add to the urban pollution. Perhaps and 100% over budget, year late so far, Cambridge Busway will prove everyone wrong, An electric tramway could have been built for less. 
Several of the witnesses at the Light Rail Inquiry did offer lower cost ways in which tramways could be provided. 

Recently I had the chance of looking at one of these options, the TramPower city Class which I have seen running in Birkenhead and Blackpool. The City Class tram has been completely rebuilt, and now stands comparison with any of the major car builders. In particular the new streamlined cab is very sleek. I also had a chance to try the touch screen control system. After over a year idle, I was pleasantly surprised that the City Class vehicle was still fully operational. I saw the doors open; the lights come on, the windscreen wipers and washers working, etc. 
I would recommend a visit to see it in the "flesh" so to speak, hopefully in the near future as a starter line in Preston to M6 Park & Ride

Every city and large town in Britain can easily justify a tramway on the basis of the congestion and pollution reduction. Using the affordable technologies developed by British companies can make this achievable. 

Bus operators are themselves facing a difficult time. Peak oil is here, diesel will get more expensive, BSOG is now passenger focused and the alternatives of bio-fuels are not yet main stream and will be more expensive?  Bus drivers are difficult to recruit and retain. “Tramification” is one way in which bus operators can address both the energy and staff issue, whilst at the same time opening a new market for local public transport; short car trips not attracted by bus. The UK Government forecasts growing urban car traffic. Attracting some of this to new tram lines will reverse over 50 years of continuous bus patronage decline. Starting with a low cost single line, would be a safe option. This then gives a basis for adding further lines. Creating a network becomes practical and a long lasting urban asset, as most continental tramways demonstrate. I think in view of the austerity facing us, this may be the only way to establish new tramways especially if coupled with appropriate TramTrain application.
All we need is the vision and courage to build now, to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, create healthy urban air for our children and grandchildren, and reduce traffic congestion to make our towns and cities civilised."
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